
 
REPORT TO BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

October 28, 2014 
 

Dan Parr, Director of Education 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Trustee Honoraria 
 
PREPARED BY: Jim McKenzie, Associate Director & Treasurer 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Ontario Regulation 357/06, “Honoraria for Board Members”, sets out the method for calculating 
the limits on honoraria paid to Trustees of the Board under section 191 of the Education Act.  It 
also requires an outgoing board to establish the honoraria for the new term of trustees.  In 
accordance with this regulation, boards are required to adjust trustee honoraria each year to take 
into account changes in enrolment and in the Ontario Consumer Price Index (CPI).  Effective 
March 25, 2010, the Public Sector Compensation Restraint to Protect Public Services Act froze 
the compensation for trustees until November 30, 2014. 
 
On September 23, 2014, Boards were advised by the Ministry that O. Reg. 357/06 was being 
amended to further restrain the base amount limit of trustee honoraria at $5,900 per year for the 
2014-2018 term of office.  The amending regulation (O. Reg. 190/14) was filed on September 
23, 2014.  This regulation also limits the calculation of future increases to the base amount to the 
increase in the Ontario CPI from the previous term of office. 
 
The amended O. Reg. 357/06 continues to have four components for the calculation of Honoraria 
for Board Members: 
 

• Base amount – $5,900 for all trustees; additional $5,000 for chair and $2,500 for vice-
chair 

• Enrolment amount – calculated annually based on the board’s average daily enrolment 
(ADE) from the previous year’s budget estimates (ADE x 1.75 / # of trustees); additional 
amount for chair (ADE x 0.05, min. $500), additional amount for vice chair (ADE x 
0.025, min. $250) 

• Attendance amount – the board may pay up to $50 for attendance at a meeting of a 
committee of the board that is required to be established by an Act or Regulation.  Only 
four (4) committees currently meet these requirements; Audit Committee, Parent 
Involvement Committee, Supervised Alternative Learning Committee and the Special 
Education Advisory Committee.  The St. Clair Catholic DSB has chosen not to pay any 
attendance amount to trustees. 

• Distance Amount – payable to board members who are required to travel more than 200 
km to attend a meeting.  No trustee of the St. Clair Catholic DSB qualifies for this 
amount. 

 
 
APPENDICES: 
 

• Letter from Minister, Liz Sandals 
• Letter from Deputy Minister, George Zegarac 
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REPORT: 
Trustee Honoraria 
 
 
HONORARIA CALCULATIONS: 
 
Average Daily Enrolment (2013-14 Estimates) – 8,183.75 ADE 
 

  Chair Vice Chair Trustee 
Base Amount All Trustees $5,900.00 $5,900.00 $5,900.00 
 Chair / Vice Chair 5,000.00 2,500.00  
  $10,900.00 $8,400.00 $5,900.00 
     
Enrolment Amount All Trustees (8,183.75 x 1.75 / 7) $2,045.94 $2,045.94 $2,045.94 
 Chair (8,183.75 x .05, min. $500) 500.00   
 Vice Chair (8,183.75 x .025, min. $250)  250.00  
  $2,545.94 $2,295.94 $2,045.94 
     
 Total Amount $13,445.94 $10,695.94 $7,945.94 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board receive the report:  Trustee Honoraria, for 
information. 
 
That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board approve the following Trustee Honoraria 
amounts for the period December 1, 2014 to November 30, 2015: 
 
  Chair   $13,445.94  

Vice Chair $10,695.94  
  Trustee   $7,945.94 

- 2 - 



Ministry of Education 
Minister 

Mowat Block 
Queen’s Park 
Toronto ON M7A 1L2 

Ministère de l'Éducation 
Ministre 

Édifice Mowat 
Queen’s Park 
Toronto ON M7A 1L2

 

September 23, 2014 

Dear chairs, 

We value and appreciate the essential role that school board trustees play in helping every 
student reach their full potential. Our publicly funded education system is among the best in the 
world, thanks to people like you who energize our schools, inspire our educators, and serve our 
communities. 

As you know, our overarching goal is to improve student achievement and well-being, while 
ensuring long-term financial sustainability. We are in a challenging fiscal time, and our 
government is committed to balancing the budget by 2017-18. In our climate of continued 
financial restraint, we are asking everyone to do their part to address Ontario’s economic 
challenges. 

As such, I am amending Ontario Regulation 357/06 to restrain the base amount limit of trustee 
honoraria at $5,900 per year for the 2014-18 term of office. This is necessary until we achieve 
our goal of eliminating the province’s deficit. 

Having been a trustee myself, I understand and appreciate the work you do each and every day, 
the difficult decisions you have to make, and the considerable time you commit to this role. You 
provide an important voice in your community, and you help to build confidence in our 
education system through your focus and commitment to student achievement and well-being. I 
thank you again for serving Ontario’s students. Your passion, hard work and dedication are key 
to a brighter future for all Ontarians. 

Sincerely, 

 

Liz Sandals 
Minister 



Ministry of Education 

Deputy Minister 

Mowat Block 
Queen’s Park 
Toronto ON  M7A 1L2 

Ministère de l’Éducation 

Sous-ministre 

Édifice Mowat 
Queen’s Park 
Toronto ON  M7A 1L2 
 

 

Memorandum To:  Directors of Education 

From: George Zegarac 
Deputy Minister 

Date: September 23, 2014 

Subject:  Honoraria for District School Board Members 
 

Further to Minister Sandals’ letter to trustees on September 23, 2014, I am writing to provide you 
with information about amendments to O. Reg. 357/06 – Honoraria for Board Members. As you 
know, restrictions on increases to trustee honoraria have been in place since March 2010. 

The amending regulation (O. Reg. 190/14), which was filed on September 23, 2014, establishes 
the base amount limit of honoraria that the board may pay for the 2014-18 term of office at 
$5,900. It also changes the calculation of future increases to the base amount limit which 
depends on the Ontario Consumer Price Index. These changes are discussed in greater detail 
below. 

As boards are required to set their honoraria policy by October 15, I will take this opportunity to 
review the allowable payments under each component of honoraria for the 2014-2018 term of 
office. 

Base amount 
The board may set an amount that does not exceed $5,900 for a trustee for each year of the term 
of office. To this amount, the board may add up to $5,000 for the chair and up to $2,500 for the 
vice-chair. 

For clarity, adjustments to the base amount limit for future terms will be limited to the increase 
in the Ontario Consumer Price Index from the previous term of office. 

…/2 
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Enrolment amount 
The enrolment amount limit is recalculated annually. The limit for each year of office is tied to 
the estimate of the board’s day school average daily enrolment (ADE) for the previous year. For 
example, the 2014-15 enrolment amount would be based on the board’s day school estimate for 
the 2013-14 school year that was reported in June 2013. The formula for calculating the 
enrolment amount limit is found in section 6 of O. Reg. 357/06. 

Attendance amount  
The board may pay up to $50 for attendance at a meeting of a committee of the board that is 
required to be established by an act or regulation. Boards may not pay an attendance amount for 
attending other meetings. There are currently four committees that require membership of one or 
more trustees under the Education Act: Audit Committee, Parent Involvement Committee, 
Supervised Alternative Learning Committee and Special Education Advisory Committee.  

Distance amount 
For boards and trustees who meet the criteria in section 8 (2) of O. Reg. 357/06, there is a limit 
of $50 that may be paid for attending a meeting of the board or of a committee of the board that 
is required to be established by an act or regulation. The board must have a board area greater 
than 9,000 km2 or a dispersal factor greater than 25 as set out in O. Reg. 412/00. The board 
member must reside more than 200 km from the meeting location and the member can only 
receive the distance amount once in respect of any single day.  

The amending regulation is attached and the revised version of O. Reg. 357/06 will be available 
shortly on the E-Laws website: www.e-laws.gov.on.ca. 

Should you have any questions regarding the changes to O. Reg. 357/06, please contact Bruce 
Drewett at 416-325-1079 or Bruce.Drewett@ontario.ca 

Sincerely,  

 
George Zegarac 
Deputy Minister 

Attachments: 
 O. Reg. 190/14 (the amending regulation) 
 Minister Sandals’ September 23, 2014 letter to trustees 

c: Executive Directors of School Board Associations 
Superintendents of Business and Finance 

http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/
mailto:Bruce.Drewett@ontario.ca



